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  How to recycle your 2.5 HDD into Portable External HDD


  
    In case you replaced yourlaptopor desktop hard drive with a newSATAharddrive, what you do with your old2.5 HDD? Well, instead of throwing it out or selling it at the cheap rate, you can easily convert it intoPortable HardDrive.
  


  
    

  


  
    By buying a simple externalenclosure, you can recycle your hard drive.
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    First of all make sure yourHard DriveisSATAorIDE, and accordingly buy an external enclosure. Once you bought the enclosure, follow these simple steps to install your hard drive:


    
      	Using ascrewdriver, remove the screws to open your case.


      	Remove the cover.


      	Insert and then plug the hard drive on theS-ATAbox.


      	Depending on your case, it may be that you have to attach the hard disk to the housing so it does not move.


      	Close the box.


      	Screw it. And now, you have a portable external hard drive!

    


    Connect the external hard drive to the computer:


    Before you can copy files to your external hard drive, you need it to be repartitioned and formatted. Here is how to do that:


    
      	Plug the power cable to the back of the limp and then connect your hard drive to yourcomputerusing the suppliedUSBcable.


      	Windowsdetects and automatically installs the newUSBdevice.


      	If the drive had several partitions, they all appear inWindows Explorer.


      	If you want to delete allpartitions to have one, click the right mouse button on theComputericon in theStart menuand clickManage.


      	In the window management of the computer that appears, unroll the itemStoragethen clickDisk Management.
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      	In the list below, identify your portable external hard drive. The list of all partitions in it is displayed.


      	Click the right mouse button on the first partition on that drive and clickDelete Volumeand thenYES.


      	The space goes into "unallocated".


      	Repeat for other partitions on that disk. The unallocated space will increase accordingly.


      	In the case of an extended partition, right-click the right mouse button and clickDelete Partition. Confirm withYes.


      	Note that it may be a space of a hundred MB reserved for the system that you can not delete.


      	Finally, click on the unallocated space freed with the right mouse button and clickNew Simple Volume.


      	In the wizard that opens, clickNext.


      	Specify the size of the new partition, the maximum size available here. ClickNext.


      	Choose the letter of theexplorerto assign to the hard drive and clickNext.


      	Then choose to format the drive toNTFS, give it a name, uncheck thePerform a quick formatto verify the same time the integrity of your hard drive and clickNext.


      	Finally, clickFinish.


      	Preparing your hard drive begins.


      	After few minutes, the operation is complete.


      	Your external hard drive can now be used. It appears in Windows Explorer.
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