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How To MOVE WORDPRESS TO A NEW SERVER OR HOST

It seems as though the easy part is transferring the files. What most people find difficulty with is moving

their WordPress database to the new server or hosting company.

While there are other tutorials available online, many seem to lack clear instructions on how to move yourblog. In this
tutorial, I'm going to take you step-by-step and show you exactly how to move your WordPress blog to a

new server or host.

It may look difficult at first with all the steps I've included, but I assure you- it’s easier than it looks- especially after you
move a blog a few times. It may seem like there are many steps to moving your WordPress blog to a new server, but

there really aren’t that many.

I've just broken each step down to make it very clear even to beginners exactly how to move their WordPress blog.

SO, ARE YOU READY? HERE WE GO:

Open either your FTP program or your file manager through your hosting company and browse to
your home or public_html directory. With WordPress installed, it should look something like this:

5 /public_html -
Mame : Size Date/Time Attribute =
. wp-admin 12/18/2008 1...  drwxr-xr-x
. wp-content 12/19/2008 1...  drwr-xr-x | =
. wp-includes 12/18/2008 1...  drwxr-xr-x
htaccess 459 12/19/20081... -rw-r--r--
|# | index.php 397 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
 license it 15127 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
£ | readme html 7642 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
|® | wp-app.php 34,072 1218/20081.. -rw-r--r--
|# | wp-atom.php 555 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
|# | wp-blog-header.php 214 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
|# | wp-comments-post.php 3,001 12/18/20081... -rw-r--r--
_-llwn—rnmmenf:r::F‘.nhn a2 12ARMMORT ... —ninr—r——r—— .
4 1 r

You want to download all the files and folders to a convenient location on your computer, then upload all the files and

folders to your new server/host.

Once you have all the files on your new server/host, you need to download a copy of your original WordPress database

from your original host.

(All of the following screenshots were taken from cPanel, but if your host uses a different administration panel, the

steps will be the same- they may just look slightly different).

Once logged in to your administration panel, go to phpMyAdmin.
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Once you click phpMyAdmin, in the left column click on the database that is used for your original WordPress blog.

phpRiyAdsmin
dEEEE

+ information_schema
(17)
« jrivinf_wpdb (20) {'I

Please select a database

You should now see the name of the WordPress database in the drop-down box and all the WordPress tables listed

underneath. The tables you have can be different than mine because the WordPress plug-ins you use will determine

what tables you have in your blog’s database. Regardless, it should look something like this:

phpiy Adsmlr

irivinf_wpdb (20)

jrivinf_wpdb (20) q

B wp1_CC_History
B wpi_cc_history

B wpi_comments

B wep1_links

B wpi_options

Now in the main window, click the tab at the top of the screen that says “Export”. In the “Export” box, all of

your WordPress database tables should be highlighted.
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[ Structure 1SQL ) Search

— View dump (schema) of database

— Export — Options
Select All | Unselect All Add custom comment into heade

wp1_comments [ Enclose export in a transactic

wp1_links E ["| Disable foreign key checks

wp1_options S
wp1_postmeta SOQL compatibility mode
wpl1_posts
wp1 tdomf table forms

Underneath that, check the box that says “Save as file” and name it whatever you want, then click “Go”

to download your blog’s database.

— Save as file
File name template (1, __ DB__wordpress| { remember template )

Compression: @ None () "zipped” () "gzipped”

Click the “Save” button to save a copy of your WordPress database to a convenient location on your computer.

File Download ==
Do you want to open or save this file?

Mame: jrivinf_wpdbwordpress.sql
Type: sql_auto_file

From: jriv.info V

Open ] [ Save ] [ Cancel ]

harm your computer. i you do not trust the source, do not open or

|@ While files from the Intemet can be useful, some files can potentially
save this file. What's the risk?

Congratulations! Now you’re done with your old server/host! It's time to move on to the new server/host.
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Login to your new server/host’s control panel. The first step is to create a new database that will be used for your new
WordPress Blog.

Click on “MySQL Databases”.

v Databases A
DA O SAT, »@ phpPgidmin

MuSot MysSa ﬂﬁ"rﬂuml'n Mgs
MySQLE MySQLE  phpMyadmin Remote  Postgresgl PostgreSQL phpPgAdmin
Databases Database MySQL Databases Database

Wizard Wizard

Under “Create New Database”, enter a name for your new WordPress database, then click the “Create Database”
button.

Create Mew Database

74

New Database: Newdatabase Create Database |

Now that your new WordPress database has been created, we need to make a new user for that database. Usually on the

same screen you're at, you have the option to create a new user. Enter a name and password for the WordPress database
user and click the “Create User” button.

MySQL Users

Add New User

Username: newuser @

Password: esese (@]

FPassword Stren ?th :

Strong (70/100)

Password (Again): IIIIIl ]

B> [[Cremte veer |

Now you have to give that user permission to use your blog’s database. Again, usually on the same screen you will have
the option to add that user to the database. Select your WordPress database and the user you just created, then click the
“Add” button.
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@User To Datal:l;

User: jrivnet_newuser -

Database: jrivnet_newdatabase -

B> s

On the next screen, you have the option to grant which permissions this user has to your blog’s database. Be sure to
grant this user total access to the WordPress database by checking “All Privileges”, then click the “Make Changes”

button.

Manage User Privileges

User: jrivnet_newuser
Databaze: jrivnet_newdatabase

[¥|ALL PRIVILEGES

SELECT CREATE

INSERT ALTER

UPDATE DROP

DELETE LOCK TABLES
INDEX REFERENCES
CREATE TEMPORARY TABLES CREATE ROUTINE

| Make Changes |q

You should get a confirmation telling you that the user has been successfully added to the database.

wys MYSQL® Database Wizard
User jrivnet_newuser was added to the database jrivnet_newdatabase.

[ Go Back ]

Now that your new database has been created, we need to import your old WordPress blog’s database contents into

your new database. Back in the main window of your control panel, click on “phpMyAdmin”.

Databases A
- ¥ o :
MySOL Myt MasoL
MySQLE My SCWE gghote  PostgreSQL PostgreSQL phpPgAdmin

Databases Databac® MySQL Databases Database
Wizard Wizard
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In the drop-down box in the left column, select your new WordPress database that you've just created. It should say that

there are no tables in the database yet, since it’s a blank database that you've just created.

Database

_newdatabase (0) d -

Jjrivnet_newdatabase (0)

No tables found in
database.

In the main window, click the “Import” tab. Under “File To Import”, click the “Browse” button and select the .sql file

that you downloaded from your old WordPress database, then click the “Go” button.

%) Server: localhast » Database: jrivnet_newdat

5 Structure .71SQL /'Search [FQuery &

Import

File to import

Location of the text file C:\Users\John\Desktop\j ﬂfm 51,200 KiB)

Character set of the file: utfd -
Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: None, gzip, zip

After waiting for the entire blog’s database to import, you should get a confirmation telling you that the tables have been
successfully imported. Again, the number of queries that were executed may be different than mine, depending on

which plug-ins you have installed.

% Server: localhost » Database: jrivnet_newdatabase

5 Structure SQL /J'Search EQuery £ Export lmpnrt_

(i) Import has been successfully finished, 47 queries executed.
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Now in the left column, you should be able to see all the WordPress tables that were just imported.

If your new WordPress blog is using a different domain name than the original, we need to modify three values, and

they are all located in the “options” table. Even if you are using the same domain name, there is one option you may

have to change. I would recommend you continue to follow along, even if your new WordPress blog is using the same

domain name as the original blog. All of the changes we need to make are located in the options table. My options table

is named “wp1_options”, but yours may be a little different (probably “wp_options”), just as long as the suffix is

“options”.

_newdatabase (20)

Jjrivmet_newdatabase
(20)

B wp1_CC_Hisfory
B wp1_cc_history

B wp1_comments

B wp1_links

B wpi1_options

B wp1_postmeta

After you click on the options table, click the “Browse” tab at the top of the page.

% Server: localhost » Database: jrivmet_n

Browse Structure ISQL

J/Search

One of the option names will be “siteurl”. You will see that your original domain name is listed. If your new WordPress

blog is on a new domain name, you need to edit that value to your new domain name. You can do so by clicking the
“Edit” button, which looks like a pencil.

— ] —

s x

& X
b X

option_id blog_id option_name
1 0 siteurl
2 0 blogname
3 0 blogdescription

The Ultimate
Resource For
Everything Internet

Once you click the “Edit” button, just enter your new blog’s URL and then click the “Go” button to save the changes.
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Field Type Fanction
option_id bigint(20) -
blog_id int(11) -
option_name  varchar(64) -
option_value longtext -

http://www.newarl.com

The next two values we need to change are usually located on page 2 of the options. At the top and bottom of the main
window, you should see the heading “Page number” with a drop-down box. Select page 2.

Page number:

2

Scroll down until you see the “home” option. Again, you will see your old WordPress blog’s URL. Click the “Edit”
button which looks like a pencil to modify the old blog’s URL.

. 39 0 home http:ilwww.jriv.info
I 40 0 category base
B0 > X 41 0 ping_sites httpilirpe.pingematic.coml

After you click the “Edit” button, enter your new WordPress blog’s URL, then click the “Go” button to save the changes.

Field Type Fuanction
option_id bigint{20) -
blog_id int(11) -
option_name  varchar(64) -
option_value longtext -

http:///www.newsite.com

The third and final value we need to change is the upload path. This is the location where WordPress will upload all of
your images. Scroll down until you see the “upload_path” option, and again click the “Edit” button that looks like a

pencil to modify this value.
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58 0 db_wversion 8204
59 0 uploads_use_yearmonth_folders 1

60 0 upload_path Ihomeljrivnetipublic_htmiiwp-
contentiuploads

Now you need to enter your new upload path. The only part of your new upload path that you need to modify is the

AR Y
s

username that your hosting company gave you for your domain name. This is usually just after “/home/”, and in my
case is “jrivnet”. Replace this with your new username. This is usually the username you use to login to cPanel, or your

domain’s control panel.

Field Type Fanction Null
option_id bigint(20) - 60
blog_id int(11) - 0
option_name  varchar({64) - upload_path

option_value lon xt
_-H._
Shome /3 :rivnet;’p'.Jl:lic_htrr.l;’wp—content,faﬂi—s)

If you are still unsure as to what it is, take a look in the left column. Your username is the prefix of your

WordPress database. Notice how mine is “jrivnet”.

Database
_newdatabase (20) -

Jjrivnet_newdatabase

Once you're done with that, click the “Go” button to save. WHEW! You're finally done with all the database stuff! Your
final step is to go to your wp-config.php file of your new WordPress blog. This is in the root folder of

your WordPress blog (usually /home/ or /public_html/).

You can do this with your FTP program or the file manager for your new WordPress blog through your hosting

company.

Find the file “wp-config.php” and click “Edit”.
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£5%  /public_html ;

Mam : Size Date/Time

|# | wp-app.php 34,072 12/18/20081...
|# | wp-atom.php 555 12/18/20081...
|# | wp-blog-header.php 274 12/18/2008 1...
|® | wp-comments-post.php 3,001 12/18/20081...
|® | wp-commentsrss2.php 625 12/18/20081...
|# | wp-config-sample.php 1538 12/18/20081...
|® | wp-config.php q 1526 12/18/20081...
|®# | wp-cron.php 1257 12/18/20081...
|# | wp-feed.php 661 12/18/20081...

Once the “wp-config.php” file is opened, the first things you will see are:

DB_NAME, DB_USER, and DB_PASSWORD.

Enter your new WordPress blog’s database name, username and password between the * *. Look at the 13th image in this

article above just below where I said “You should get a confirmation telling you that the user has been

successfully added to the database”.

That was my new WordPress database and username that I created. The 10th image in this article is where I created the

user’s password.

This IS NOT your WordPress admin username and password! This is your database’s name and password which you

just created for your new host/server.

1L <Tphp

2 MySOL T gs

2 define( DB_mnap . jrivner_newdatabase’);

s define( 'DB_USER", 'jrivnet_newuser'); 1 I

s define( DE_PASSWORD', 'password');

& define('DE_mHOST", ‘localhost’); on‘t need t )
7 define( DB_CHARSET', "utfE);

s define{ 'DB_CcoLLATE", "');

@WORDPRESS

Once you enter the new information, save the updated “wp-config.php”

file.

Username
You're done! You can now go to your new WordPress blog’s URL
admin login (i.e. example.com/wp-admin) and login using the same

Password

username and password you were using on your original
WordPress blog.

[[] Remember Me

Lost your password?
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