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  Configuring Database Instant File Initialization feature (SQL Server)


  
    

    Introduction


    SQL Server Database Administrators can leverageDatabase Instance File Initialization Featurewhich is available in MicrosoftWindows XPProfessional,Windows Server 2003or later versions to reduce the time taken to restore very largedatabases.


    


    TheDatabase Instance File Initializationfeature internally skipszeroingout of data pages thereby reducing the time taken when performing operations such as creation of newdatabases, adding new data orlogfiles to an existing database, increasing the size of an existing data and log files (including database file auto grow operations) or restoring a database or afilegroup.


    


    Using Database Instant File Initialization Feature


    TheDatabase Instant File Initializationfeature can be used bySQL Server 2005or later versions only when theSQL Serverserviceaccountis grantedSE_MANAGE_VOLUME_NAMEprivilege.


    Windows administrators can provideSE_MANAGE_VOLUME_NAMEprivileges to anSQL Server Service Accountby adding it toPerform Volume Maintenance Taskssecuritypolicy.


    


    Enabling Database Instant File Initialization Feature of SQL Server


    ClickStart>Control Panel>Administrative Tools>Local Security Policy.


    In LocalSecurity Policywindow, expandSecurity Settingsand then expandLocal Policies.


    InLocal Policies, expandUser Rights Assignmentfolder. All theuserspecific policies will be displayed on the right side panel.


    In the right panel, double clickPerform Volume Maintenance Tasks;


    This will open upPerform Volume Maintenance Tasks Propertieswindow;



    


    On theLocal Security Settingtab, clickAdd User or Groups…button, this will open upSelect Users or Groupsdialog box where you need to add theSQL Server Service Accountand then clickOKto exit the Select Users or Groups dialog box.


    ClickOKto exit thePerform Volume Maintenance Tasks Propertieswindow.


    Finally clickStart>Runand type the following commandgpupdate /forceto apply the modification in the security policy immediately as shown in the snippet below.


    


    Conclusion


    In this article you have seen howSQL Server Database Administratorscan leverageDatabase Instance File Initialization Featurewhich is available in MicrosoftWindows XP,Windows Server 2003or later versions to reduce the time taken to restore very largedatabases.
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